Multiple meningiomas of the spinal canal and posterior fossa--case report.
The majority of multiple meningiomas are associated with von Recklinghausen's disease, and those that are not, i.e., true multiple meningiomas, particularly with simultaneous development in the posterior fossa and spinal canal, are very rare. We recently encountered a case of true multiple meningiomas in which the lesions were found simultaneously in the left posterior fossa and the upper thoracic spinal canal. The spinal meningioma consisted mainly of meningotheliomatous components, and that in the posterior fossa of fibroblastic components. Both tumors were surgically removed. The cause of the multiplicity in cases of true multiple meningiomas is unknown. Incidental multiplicity is a consideration when the number of tumors is relatively small. Spinal meningiomas are often undetected in the absence of neurological symptoms. However, even if von Recklinghausen's disease is not present, and particularly when more than two meningiomas have been discovered, the patient must be carefully examined for other tumors.